¢ 


re te Approved For Release 20000O DEF IDERDP PAT 1172R00030006 dg) ee 
ad ae. - 


OCI No. 3398/55 CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

Copy No, 24 OFFICE OF CURRENT INTELLIGENCE 
pokes 27 May 1955 

TO : Deputy Director (Intelligence) 


SUBJECT: Mexican election of 3 July 1955 


1, Offices to be filled: Governorships in the states of 
Colima, Campeche, Guanajuato, Queretaro, Sonora, San 
Luis Potosi, and Nuevo Leon; all seats in the national 
Chamber of Deputies; and various minor offices, 


2. Parties or factions participating: 
Nt participating 


Partido Revolucionario: Institucional (PRI) Government party, 


(Revolutionary Institutional Party) © non-Communist left 
Partido Accion Nacional (PAN). Conservative, . 
(National Action Party) Catholic, opposition 
Partido Popular (PP) Communist-front, 
(Popular Party) opposition 
Partido Nacionalista Mexicano (PNM) Small, Catholic- 
(Mexican Nationalist Party) oriented 
a Outstanding personalities: None. Jacinto Lopez, Popu- 


lar Party candidate for governor of Sonora, is a follow- 
er of Communist Lombardo Toledano. Raul Rangel Frias, 


PRI candidate for governor of Nuevo Leon, has 
accused of Communist syupathies[- 25X1 


4, Present party strengths: 
ae ty Ss trengtns 


25X11 


Seats in present Seats in 
Chamber of Deputies Senate 
PRI 152 58 
PAN 5 
PP 2 Deonmeat ko, WEN: Bis Tarai 
PNM 2 
Other 1 
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5. Principal issues: Differences among the parties are 
great, but the Glection campaign has been dull and no 
specific issues are outstanding. ; 


6. Principal factors influencing the outcome: The power- 
ful PRI machine is running candidates for the Chamber 
of Deputies in all of the 162 electoral districts and 
it is unopposed in 37 districts. On the gubernatorial 
level it is opposed only in Sonora. Women, who will 
vote for the first time on a nationwide basis, comprise 
about 43 percent of the 8,300,000 registered voters. 
Male registration is the largest in Mexican history. 


7. Background: % of vote won 
% of vote won in in 1952 presi- 
1949 general elections dential election 
PRI 89.2 74,11 
PAN 8.9 7.84 
Pp 1.9 2.14 
FPPM (no longer 
registered) 15.81 


8, Informed opinions: The hegemony of the PRI probably 
will not be seriously threatened in the July elections, 
It is likely that PAN will receive the largest bloc 
of opposition seats in the chamber. Some fellow 


travelers, Marxists, and former Communists will be 
elected to the rubber-stamp chamber. 


9. Probable significance for US security interests: 
slight. e election of a pro-Communist governor in 
Nuevo Leon, one of the states bordering on the US, 
would be clearly unfavorable to the us, but such a 
governor probably would be held in check by the anti- 
Communist national government. While the Popular Party 
appears to have appreciable strength in Sonora, which 
also borders on the US, the PRI candidate is likely to 
win the gubernatorial race in the state, 


HUNTINGTON D. SHELDON 
Assistant Director 
Current Intelligence 
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